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May 20, 1904 962 

Transactions on account of smallpox in northern Maine, Canadian 

border. 

Report from Lowelltown, Me. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Boothby reports (through Surgeon Kal- 
loch) as follows: 

Week ended April 27, 1904. Persons from Quebec for Maine lum- 
ber camps inspected, 119; vaccinated, 25; disinfected, 8; returned to 
Canada, 3. 

Transactions on account of yellow fever at Laredo, lex. 
Inspection of Victoria, Linares, Monterey, and New Laredo. 

Assistant Surgeon Goldberger reports, May 3, through Assistant 
Surgeon McClintic, as follows: 

As the result of inspection of Victoria, Linares, Montere} 7 , and New 
Laredo, I desire to state that I failed to find any suspicion of the 
presence of yellow fever at any of the points above mentioned except 
New Laredo, which I visited at the suggestion of Passed Assistant 
Surgeon Richardson, and after as careful an inspection of New Laredo 
as it is possible to make under existing conditions, all I found was an 
epidemic of scarlet fever. . 

In this connection I desire to state that it is extremely difficult if 
not impossible to obtain absolutely reliable information as to the 
existence of yellow fever. 

The health of Victoria, Linares, and Monterey is about at its normal. 
• Various sanitary measures have been taken at the above points to 
prevent a recrudescence this summer. Of these, fumigation of houses, 
cisterns, and wells has been fairly extensively practiced in Victoria, 
Linares, and Monterey. It is reported that up to April 9 there were 
fumigated 1,614 houses in Monterey and 1,458 in Linares. 

Particular attention has been given to the wells and cisterns with a 
view to killing the larvae. Officially all wells and cisterns in Linares 
and Monterey have been fumigated twice. In a general way this is 
true, but as the fumigation was in many instances left to the house- 
holder, who did not always find it convenient to do as directed, there 
are a very considerable number of exceptions to the general rule. 

In a general way, too, wells and cisterns, practically the only sources 
of water supply in Victoria, Linares, and Monterej^, have been supplied 
with covers, which in a considerable proportion of cases are not made 
use of. This is a fault, obviously, difficult to remedy, except perhaps 
by sealing all wells and supplying them with pumps. 

Hereafter the fumigation of wells and cisterns in Monterey will 
have to be done by the owners at their own expense. How generally 
this order will be obeyed remains to be seen. Another measure just 
promulgated recommends the screening of all persons with fever until 
a positive diagnosis, excluding j^ellow fever, is arrived at. To the 
poor the mosquito netting will be supplied by the city on request. 
I may add that the State board of nealth of Nuevo Leon and the 
superior board of health of Mexico have agreed to establish a quar- 
antine station on the line of the Monterey and Tampico Railroad, at a 
point known as "Tanque del Forlon," a point about 80 or 90 miles 
from Tampico, where, should yellow fever appear in Tampico, it is 
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proposed to hold nonimmune passengers for five days and to fumigate 
freight cars, which will also have to be fumigated at Tampico before 
leaving that city. 

Disinfection work at Carrizo Springs and other loealities. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Cock reports through Passed Assistant 
Surgeon Richardson, as follows: 

Cotulla, Tex., May 4-, 1901^: I leave with Inspector Dowd, with teams 
and men, this afternoon, to do the work at Carrizo Springs. I found 
it necessary to employ two teams, one hack to haul the men and one 
wagon heavily loaded with material. 

Sanchez, Schurvi, and Wilkinson are proceeding with the work here 
and aim to finish by the time I return to Cotulla. 

I shall report next from Carrizo Springs. 

Carrizo Springs, Tex., May 8, 190 %. — I left Cotulla with two teams 
heavily loaded with men and material for this point on the afternoon 
of May 4, reaching here and establishing camp. 

I found that the consensus of opinion among laymen here is to the 
effect that yellow fever prevailed here last fall to quite an extent, sev- 
eral deaths having occurred among the Mexican population. The two 
physicians practicing here at that time were Doctor Downey, county 
physician, aud Doctor Moreley — the latter declaring openly that yel- 
low fever was commonly prevalent, the former dissenting and claiming 
all cases to be malarial. 

I immediately proceeded to disinfect such houses and camps as were 
pointed out to me to be suspicious, after which we proceeded to the 
ranch of Mr. McDaniel, mentioned in my last report. This ranch is 
some distance from here, and we consumed the entire day disinfecting 
the various camps on the McDaniel ranch. The Mexican whose case 
I was so anxious to see had been sent back to Monterey, whence he 
came, the day before my arrival, as convalescent. Mr. McDaniel 
informs me that the stegomyia has been abundant on his place. I was 
not able to obtain any specimens. We fumigated every house, tent, 
or shack on this .ranch, using double the usual quantity of sulphur, 
owing to the loose construction of the buildings. Mr. McDaniel prom- 
ises to keep up the fumigation regularly once a week. 

On my return from the McDaniel ranch I found a young man sick, 
with temperature of 41f° C. and a pulse of 72; he had vomited some 
blood a half hour before my arrival; eyes and gums were somewhat 
congested. The patient gave histoiy of having had two chills on day 
previous and one on the day of examination; urine highly colored 
and scanty. No physician in attendance. I saw him again at 10 
o'clock this morning; he had then a temperature of 36^° C. and a 
pulse of 64 to 66. He had been under the influence of 30 grains qui- 
nine since 6 a. m. 

Since commencing this report Doctor Morton, a physician who 
recently established here, reports the death of one of his patients (a 
child) which he desires me to hold a post-mortem on for the purpose of 
determining whether the death was from malaria or from yellow fever. 
I shall report the result of the post-mortem to you in my next letter. 
There is no telegraph communication with Laredo. 

Reports come to me to-day from the Taylor dam, on the Nueces 
River, about 10 miles from here, that most of the population there are 



